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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Local Nonprofit, Con Mi MADRE, Receives A Gift, and 
A Goal From The Meadows Foundation

July 14 2011, (Austin, TX) – The Meadows Foundation, a private philanthropic institution established to benefit the people of Texas, has generously awarded a $50,000 grant to area nonprofit Con Mi MADRE, Austin’s college access program for Hispanic girls.  Along with the gift comes a goal for the educational organization: the Meadows Foundation has also offered an additional $25,000 in form of a challenge grant, inviting Con Mi MADRE to raise a matching $25,000 from the community. “This opportunity gives us a chance to engage new donors in our program,” according to Christine Kutnick, CFRE, Director of Development and Communications for Con Mi MADRE.  “We have friends hosting open house events where Con Mi MADRE meets their circle of friends and asks for involvement in our activities. All monies raised from these events will be matched dollar for dollar up to $25,000.”  
Founded in 1948 by Algur H. and Virginia Meadows, The Meadows Foundation’s mission is to assist the people and institutions of Texas to improve the quality and circumstances of life for themselves and future generations. The Foundation grants support work in the fields of arts, culture, civic and public affairs, education, health and human services.  The Foundation also has a particular philanthropic interest in three areas: public education, mental health, and the environment.  The Meadows Foundation provided funding to Con Mi MADRE during the first year of transition as an independent nonprofit.  
“The Meadows Foundation has been vital in Con Mi MADRE’s ability to sustain and maintain the quality and volume of programming provided to our participants during these difficult economic times.  The investment they have made in our organization’s mission, to increase the representation of Hispanic women in post-secondary education, is also an investment in the future of these young women who will to lead our state into the future.” said Con Mi MADRE’s Executive Director, Sandy Alcalá.  “We are truly grateful for the continued support and their investment in our mission.”
About Con Mi MADRE
Con Mi MADRE is a college access program that provides Hispanic female students and their mothers with the educational and social support needed to keep the girls in school, to graduate high school and pursue higher education.  In 2007, The Junior League of Austin launched the Hispanic Mother-Daughter Program to become an independent non-profit operating under the new name Con Mi MADRE...Mothers And Daughters Raising Expectations. The translation of the name is "with my mother", and this reflect the unique element of this college-bound program, which involves the participation by both the mother and daughter. Activities are designed to keep the girls in grades 6th-12th on track to graduate from high school, support their ability to maintain good grades, help them plan and apply for college or other post-secondary opportunities, and provide the mother-daughter teams with activities to create a strong relationship. Programming includes educational conferences and campus workshops focusing on peer pressure, self-esteem, study skills, and college readiness, on-site campus meetings, leadership development, counseling, mentoring, college campus visits, parent support groups, and volunteer service, in addition to assistance with the college application process, financial assistance and college scholarships. Over 63% of Con Mi MADRE’s graduating girls are the first in their family to attend college.
Since the program’s inception:

· 2072 mother-daughter teams have participated since 1992

· Last year (2010-2011 school year), Con Mi MADRE served 728 daughters and over 710 mothers in the program, with 96% of the 60 seniors entering a post-secondary institution in Fall 2011

· 649 girls have graduated from Austin-area high schools

· 488 girls have confirmed that they have gone on to pursue higher education

· 150 students have received Con Mi MADRE college scholarships totaling $117,875
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