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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TG Grant Helps 
Con Mi MADRE Mission to Advance College Dreams
July 14, 2011, (Austin, TX) – Con Mi MADRE, an Austin-area college access non-profit that empowers Hispanic girls and their mothers to reach their educational goals, recently announced the acceptance of a multi-year grant award from TG,  a public, nonprofit corporation that promotes educational success to millions of students and families realize their college and career dreams.  The two year grant, in the amount of $221,380, will be used to support the organization’s work of changing education expectations for many Hispanic families and increasing the representation of Hispanic women in post-secondary education through a focus on education and social support services.  Monies will support Con Mi MADRE’s programming activities including College Readiness Conferences for girls and their mothers, monthly Campus Meetings held at local schools and a Leadership Conference which is held on the University of Texas Campus.

“We are so fortunate to have TG as a partner,” according to Sandy Alcalá, Executive Director of Con Mi MADRE. “TG has supported Con Mi MADRE for the past three years and their investment in Con Mi MADRE has impacted over 700 Hispanic families in our community.” 

Created by the Texas Legislature in 1979, TG is a public, nonprofit corporation that promotes educational access and success so that students can realize their college and career dreams. TG offers resources to help students and families plan and prepare for college, learn the basics of money management, and repay their federal student loans. In addition, TG administers Federal Family Education Loan Program (FFELP) loans made before July 1, 2010, on behalf of the U.S. Department of Education. 

About Con Mi MADRE

Con Mi MADRE is a college access program that provides Hispanic female students and their mothers with the educational and social support needed to keep the girls in school, to graduate high school and pursue higher education.  In 2007, The Junior League of Austin launched the Hispanic Mother-Daughter Program to become an independent non-profit operating under the new name Con Mi MADRE...Mothers And Daughters Raising Expectations. The translation of the name is "with my mother", and this reflect the unique element of this college-bound program, which involves the participation by both the mother and daughter. Activities are designed to keep the girls in grades 6th-12th on track to graduate from high school, support their ability to maintain good grades, help them plan and apply for college or other post-secondary opportunities, and provide the mother-daughter teams with activities to create a strong relationship. Programming includes educational conferences and campus workshops focusing on peer pressure, self-esteem, study skills, and college readiness, on-site campus meetings, leadership development, counseling, mentoring, college campus visits, parent support groups, and volunteer service, in addition to assistance with the college application process, financial assistance and college scholarships. Over 63% of Con Mi MADRE’s graduating girls are the first in their family to attend college.

Since the program’s inception:

· 2072 mother-daughter teams have participated since 1992

· Last year (2010-2011 school year), Con Mi MADRE served 728 daughters and over 710 mothers in the program, with 96% of the 60 seniors entering a post-secondary institution in Fall 2011

· 649 girls have graduated from Austin-area high schools

· 488 girls have confirmed that they have gone on to pursue higher education

· 150 students have received Con Mi MADRE college scholarships totaling $117,875
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